WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?
• Those who have repented of sin and believed in Jesus.
“Repent and be baptized.” Acts 2:38
“And many…believed and were baptized.” Acts 18:8
WHEN SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED?
• After he/she has repented and believed..
“But when they believed…[the] good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized.” Acts 8:12
• When he/she demonstrates fruit of conversion, including:
- An ongoing belief in the truth of the gospel (1 John 2:23-24; 5:1).
- A love for God that produces a desire to obey God’s commands and to turn from worldliness (1 John 2:3-6; 2:1517; 5:2).
- A love for God that produces a love for other believers and a commitment to the church (1 John 5:1; 4:7-8; 2:19).
WHY SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED?
• Because Jesus and the apostles commanded baptism. See Matthew 28:19 and Acts 2:38, for example.
• To testify that we are disciples of Jesus who are re-born by the Spirit, cleansed of our sin, and members of His
body.
• To identify with Jesus in His death, burial, and resurrection.
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A PERSON IS BAPTIZED?
• We follow the example and teaching of Jesus. See Matthew 3:13-15 and Matthew 28:20.
• We testify to the gospel of Jesus Christ. “…Having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.” Colossians 2:12
• We experience God’s grace and blessings.
“Since Jesus commanded his church to baptize, we would expect that there would be a measure of blessing
connected with baptism, because all obedience to God by Christians brings God’s favor with it. This obedience is
specifically a public act of confessing Jesus as Savior, an act which in itself brings joy and blessing to a believer.
Moreover, it is a sign of the believer’s death and resurrection with Christ, and it seems fitting that the Holy Spirit
would work through such a sign to increase our faith, to increase our experiential realization of death to the power
and love of sin in our lives, and to increase our experience of the power of new resurrection life in Christ that we
have as believers.” Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology

